8     WASHINGTON AND HIS COLLEAGUES
and it was yet to be seen whether this endeavor
would be any more successful than previous
efforts had been. As for the title of President, it
had already been borne by a number of congres-
sional politicians and had been rather tarnished
by the behavior of some of them. Washington
was not at all eager to move in the matter before
he had to, and he therefore remained on his farm
until Congress met, formally declared the result
of the election, and sent a committee to Mount
Vernon to give him official notice. It was not
until April 30, 1789, that he was formally installed
as President.
Madison and Hamilton were meanwhile going
ahead with their plans. This time was perhaps
the happiest in their lives. They had stood to-
gether in years of struggle to start the movement
for a new constitution, to steer it through the
convention, and to force it on the States. Al-
though the fight had been a long and a hard one,
and although they had not won all that they had
wanted, it was nevertheless a great satisfaction
that they had accomplished so much, and they
were now applying themselves with great zest to
the organization of the new government. Madi-
son was a member of Congress; Hamilton lived